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AGENDA SUPPLEMENT (1) 
 

Meeting: Devizes Area Board 

Place: Online 

Date: Monday 6 September 2021 

Time: 6.30 pm 
 

 
The Agenda for the above meeting was published on 26 August 2021. Additional 
documents are now available and are attached to this Agenda Supplement. 
 
Please direct any enquiries on this Agenda to Tara Shannon, of Democratic Services, 
County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge, direct line 01225 718352 or email 
tara.shannon@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
Press enquiries to Communications on direct lines (01225)713114/713115. 
 
This Agenda and all the documents referred to within it are available on the Council’s 
website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk  
 

 

5   Chairman's Announcements (Pages 1 - 4) 
 
Updated Ash Dieback announcement 

9   Climate Strategy and Consultation (Pages 5 - 6) 

 
 
 DATE OF PUBLICATION:  3 September 2021 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_YTFkNTIwNjYtYmM2ZC00ZjMzLThjMGMtNTE5Nzk5NGNmMTFl%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%25225546e75e-3be1-4813-b0ff-26651ea2fe19%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522fc26ca12-ce04-4084-924f-71c8335e5b2e%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CTara.Shannon%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7C5c2a0694cf20409d73ea08d966ef63c2%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637654000611506634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=roGsHkh17MredhcHUCAcWFf9230%2BaAFjuU7wtWAExDE%3D&reserved=0
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/




Chairman’s Announcements 

 

 

Subject: 
 
Ash Dieback 
 

Web/ 
Email 
contact: 

Email queries: Communications@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 

 

Key messages: 

 This is a serious public safety issue and landowners are responsible for 
dealing with it on their land. 

 There is an urgent need for all landowners to identify ash trees growing 
alongside the highway, public rights of way and in public spaces that 
are showing signs of this disease and take action. 

 Trees on private land away from public access can be left, the resulting 
dead wood, will continue to provide essential habitat for a range of 
wildlife including insects, nesting birds, roosting bats and a whole range 
of other small mammals. 

 It is important that we replant our woodlands, hedgerows and parklands 

 There is a range of local and national funding opportunities available 
for replanting 

 Our ecologists and landscape officers can offer advice to landowners 
on tree management and replacement, including replacement funding 
opportunities.   

 
Video: 
The Ash Dieback video explains why ash dieback is an issue that ALL 
landowners in Wiltshire need to take action to address. It outlines the help 
available from Wiltshire Council and signpost to other national organisations 
that can offer advice and funding to plant replacement trees. 
 
Background: 
Ash Dieback or Chalara Dieback of Ash is a disease which is expected to lead 
to the decline and death of most of the ash trees in Britain.  90% of woodland 
Ash trees nationwide are likely to be affected over the next five to 15 years. 
 
Ash Dieback is already affecting trees in all parts of Wiltshire, and the council, 
along with other large landowners is working to address the impacts of the 
disease. The council has already carried out an assessment of all trees that 
are our responsibility along our A and B road network and has embarked on 
works to remove infected trees. 
 
Our current focus is to address the immediate safety issue, but we will be 
replanting native species to replace the lost ash trees and this will support the 
goals set out in the Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy for the county as 
well as the objectives of the Nature Recovery Strategy that the council is 
developing.   
 
In trees alongside the highway, rights of way and in public spaces, this can 
pose a risk of injury to people and damage to property. There is an urgent 
need for all landowners to identify Ash trees growing alongside the highway, 
public rights of way and in public spaces that are showing signs of this 
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disease and remove or significantly reduce these trees in order to avoid risks 
to the public or to property. 
 
Once infected, trees decline quickly, often dying within two growing seasons. 
Trees rapidly lose timber strength, leading to branches and trees falling.  
 
The loss of so many ash trees will have a dramatic impact on our landscape, 
both visually and from the numerous benefits they provide. It will affect our 
carbon cycling and water cycle, will leave crops and housing more exposed to 
the effects of weather and result in a direct loss of wildlife species that rely on 
trees and woodland areas. 
 
It is important that we replant our woodlands, hedgerows and parklands with 
the most appropriate, alternative species of native trees and shrubs, in order 
to maintain the unique landscape character of Wiltshire, and to ensure that 
sufficient habitat continues to support the varied range of wildlife species that 
rely on these for food and shelter.   
 
There is a range of local and national funding opportunities available for 
planting whole woodlands, or just sections of hedgerow with standard trees, or 
small copses.   
 
Our ecologists can help landowners with land that could accommodate trees, 
to assess its suitability for planting and the most appropriate tree species. 
 
The council is developing a Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy for the 
county as well as a Nature Recovery Strategy. They will identify the existing 
natural areas of high value for people and wildlife, but also where further 
planting would be of most additional benefit.   
 
Our ecologists and landscape officers are available to offer advice to 
landowners on tree management and replacement, including replacement 
funding opportunities.   
 
Other useful sources of information are available from: 
Wiltshire Council, www.wiltshire.gov.uk/recreation-trees-forests   
The Tree Council, www.treecouncil.org.uk  
Woodland Trust, Woodland Trust www.woodlandtrust.org.uk  
Forest Research, www.forestresearch.gov.uk  
The Arboricultural Association www.trees.org.uk   
The Forestry Commission, particularly their regular blog 
ww.forestrycommission.blog.gov.uk  
 
All these sites have information on managing the disease and avoiding the 
risks to people and wildlife. 
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What does an Ash Tree look like? 
 

 
 

 
 

How to identify Ash Dieback: 
 

Among the first symptoms that an ash tree might be infected with Ash Dieback 
is blackening and wilting of leaves and shoots in mid- to late summer (July to 
September). These months are the best time of year to survey ash trees for 
symptoms in the foliage. This is because once autumn begins in late 
September or October, the normal seasonal change in the colour of the 
leaves can be mistaken for symptoms of the disease. 
 
Further information on identification can be found here: 
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/pest-and-disease-
resources/ash-dieback-hymenoscyphus-fraxineus/  
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Subject: 

 

Wiltshire Council draft Climate Strategy Consultation 
 

Web 
contact: 

 

www.wiltshire.gov.uk/climate  

  

Consultations on both the draft Wiltshire Climate Strategy and Our Natural 
Environment Plan start on the 1st of September and run until 23.59 on the 17th 
of October 2021. 
 
Information on both consultations are available as follows: 

 Information about the Climate Strategy and to sign up for the online 
events see: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/climate 

 Information about Our Natural Environment Plan see: 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-bio-green-blue-infrastructure 

 
Comments can be submitted through the two online surveys via the above 
links. 
 
Climate Strategy  
 
This strategy has been developed after Wiltshire Council acknowledged a 
climate emergency and pledged to become carbon neutral as an organisation 
by 2030.  The document has deliberately been kept simple to encourage a 
wide readership. The UK Climate Change Committee estimates that local 
authorities can influence one third of emissions in their area. This makes 
public engagement and buy-in from organisations and businesses critical to 
tackling the other two thirds – as well as advocating for strong government 
action. This high level strategy sets out our objectives and areas of focus 
while remaining flexible. As the world around us evolves in terms of 
knowledge, legislation and policy, technology and the market, we will adapt to 
take advantage of these opportunities. Detailed delivery plans will be 
developed, and in recognition that we are facing an emergency, we are 
already taking action on a number of fronts.   
 
Our Natural Environment Plan - Green and Blue Infrastructure (GBI) Strategy 
 
This strategy looks at the future for Wiltshire’s natural environmental assets 
focussing on the need to address climate change adaptation and mitigation, 
halt and reverse biodiversity loss and contribute to the health and wellbeing of 
Wiltshire’s residents.  
 
‘Blue infrastructure’ means water courses such as rivers, lakes, canals, ponds 
and wetlands, while ‘green infrastructure’ covers plant life such as fields, 
woodlands, hedgerows and parks, and the GBI Strategy will set a clear vision, 
goals and principle to guide delivery through partnership working. Having a 
strong GBI will help mitigate against the effects of climate change through 
nature-based solutions such as, increased water retention in the land to 
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reduce the risk of flooding, maintain and improve biodiversity, and help to 
provide improved access to the countryside. 
 
A Community Environmental Toolkit is available to support communities 
wanting to develop local projects and can be downloaded here: 
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/article/3854/Community-Environmental-Toolkit  
 
The GBI strategy will inform the development of new polices in the emerging 
Local Plan and other council documents such as the Local Transport Plan and 
set the framework for a new Local Nature Recovery Strategy that will identify 
biodiversity net gain sites (a new requirement in the Environment Bill).  
 
Consultation events 

There will be a series of online and in-person events covering both strategies 
where people can find out more and ask questions. To join the online events, 
people must sign up in advance. The full schedule of events is as follows: 

· 9 September, 6pm, online launch event with Claire Perry O’Neill. 

· 15 September, 10.30am-11.30am, first engagement webinar. 

· 30 September, 7pm-8pm, second engagement webinar. 

Library drop-in sessions: 

· 14 September, 10am-midday, Salisbury Library 

· 23 September, 10.30am-midday, Devizes Library 

· 27 September, 10am-midday, Chippenham Library 

· 7 October, 10am-midday, Trowbridge Library 

 
All Local Councils have been sent a letter and a poster regarding the 
consultation and events. Please publicise the strategy consultations in your 
communities and online. 
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